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Site 300’s
Vanishing
Population

In 1900 theee nationally koown botanists
appenled @ Dr. Fdward Teller, then director of
the Labaratary, for permission to enter Site 300 on
an errand ol meccy

Clinging to a hillside in Coreal Hollow was the
last surviving population of a litle orange
wildllewer known 28 Amsinckia Grandiffora.

Presumed extinet, A, geardiflore was redis-
cavered in Corral Holluw in 1938, Specineog
collected in 1552 had died without preduving
sceds, Botsvists now boped o perpsruare the
species in the UC Betandeal Gasdew,

Hopes blossomud--bul the plants didn't! A
third unfortunate sttempl was made in 1967,

On whar may have heen the linal misswon,
botanists revisited the ailing calony Aprl 25 sod
issued & dismal progoosls, Heading up the team
wis UC's Robert Orndull who said the namher af
plants had greacy diminished since Wis visic in
1967, and he feared annther winter of harsh raios
would wipe oot the small popalarian.

Ormndull is & Prolessor of Botany and director
of the UC Botunical Garden. The gronp also
inclnded L.R. Heckard. curator ol Berkeley's
Jopson Herbarimm which hauses a collection ol
native placls; Dan Cheatham. administrazor af
UC™s Tand and water wawesl resonrees, and
pradnate student Stephen Yeller who speclalizes

sopalation bioloay of flowering planws.

yite 300 Superinlendent Ray Mullins escorred
the group, ““tu see this Uuog 1've heard abaut for
samany years.” And he brought back g specimen
lo preserve in plastie "'just in case."”

The unprolilic aunnal is cast in a recurring
drama that threatens e end in despair. While
scientists pander the genetics problem alllicling
the plaots, the small ealomy in Corral Hollew
twinidles every year.

|Tup) L R, Heckand examines ailing specimen, while
Dan Cheatham pursues his hobiy of flower photo
grapky. [Cenrer] Robert Ornduli. Roy Mulllns and
Stephen Wellvr diseuss the unhappy findingy. |Botom)
Cheatham muves in for close ap af A, grandiffora, and
Ordwff continues bis search.




